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II'T KHARAGPUR SETS UP INNOVATION
CENTRE

Hindustan Times (Kolkata)

In order to give innovation a fillip, IIT Kharagpur (1ITKgp) on Wednesday opened the MN Faruqui Innovation
Centre (MNFIC). Around a decade back, an innovation lab was set up, which led to several student groups
doing innovative projects. IIT Kharagpur took the initiative of establishing this centre to promote technical
innovation through a more structured, pervasive and institutionalised approach.

The scope of activities of the centre may be expanded further with additional support from individuals,
corporate bodies, national and international funding agencies or the government. Innovation activities carried
out by students may help them earn additional credit for their degree programmes.

The centre was named after Professor Mohammed N Faruqui, who had joined 1T as a student in 1952 and
subsequently became faculty in the electronics and communications engineering department. He was regarded
as a mentor for several bright students and distinguished alumni. Another distinguished alumni of I T-KGP
Arjun Malhotra provided $1 million to this centre.

The main objective of the centre is to support the creation and operation of an academic organisation within 1IT
Kharagpur. It would enable students to ideate, design and develop technical solutions to various problems. In
addition, the centre would provide financial and technical support for protection of the intellectual property and
facilitate development of real products either through entrepreneurship or by technology transfer. It would work
in conjunction with other academic units of the institute, sponsors and collaborators, government support
agencies and individual experts.
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Academicians sceptical about credit transfer system

HT Correspondent, Hindustan Times Mumbai, November 07, 2014

First Published: 00:21 IST(7/11/2014) | Last Updated: 00:22 IST(7/11/2014)

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/mumbai/academicians-sceptical-about-credit-transfer-
system/article1-1283347.aspx

Academicians in the city have raised eyebrows about the credit transfer system announced by human resources
development (HRD) minister Smriti Irani in New Delhi on Wednesday.

The system will be introduced on November 11 for students from Class 9 up to the PhD level across India.

While the ministry said it will help students and working professionals to switch between jobs and education,
college principals in the city believe the education system needed to be overhauled.

“If we want to compete with global universities, the ministry and UGC should first resolve the issue of
continuing glitches in the way universities conduct examinations and declare results,” said GT Thampi,
principal, Thadomal Shahani College of Engineering.

“The credit transfer system will create a major shift in the education system. However, we have to identify the
need of a common grading system across universities and their syllabi, ” said Madhu Nair, dean of commerce,
University of Mumbai (MU).

Snehalata Deshmukh, former vice chancellor of MU, said, “A co-ordination committee of all the university
administrators and academicians in the country should be formed to reach a minimum common ground for the
credit transfer system to be implemented smoothly.”


http://www.hindustantimes.com/Search/search.aspx?q=HT%20Correspondent&op=auth
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/mumbai/academicians-sceptical-about-credit-transfer-system/article1-1283347.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/mumbai/academicians-sceptical-about-credit-transfer-system/article1-1283347.aspx
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Manohar Parrikar, an 11 T-Bombay Graduate,
Likely to be New Defence Minister

http://www.ndtv.com/article/people/manohar-parrikar-an-iit-bombay-graduate-likely-to-be-new-defence-minister-
617205

Goa Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar, an [IT Bombay graduate, is likely to be India's new Defence Minister. He will join
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's cabinet in an oath ceremony on Sunday, sources have told NDTV.

Mr Parrikar said today that his party, the BJP, has asked him to accept any responsibility offered by the Prime Minister.

The 58-year-old is seen as a fit candidate for the job with his tech background, his impeccable record and strong
decision-making skills.

Mr Parrikar is seen as one of BJP's most successful chief ministers, having established the party in a state that has a
substantial Christian vote. He also enjoys the support of the BJP's ideological mentor Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.

Currently, Arun Jaitley holds both the Finance and Defence ministries, but sources say the prime minister wants his full
focus on finance ahead of his government's first Budget next year.

At a time India is veering towards indigenous weapons and is facing challenges at its borders with Pakistan and China,
PM Modi reportedly wants a strong Defence Minister.

Mr Parrikar, who had led the BJP to victory in Goa in 2012, had been openly reluctant about shifting to the Centre till
recently.

"I am not comfortable, | have too much affection towards the state. But rationality tells me if nation requires your
services, | should take it. Whenever Goa wants my services, | will be there," he was quoted by the Press Trust of India as
saying.

His decisions, party leaders say, have kept the BJP free of controversy in Goa. He has also managed to keep radical
outfits like the Sri Ram Sene at bay.


http://www.ndtv.com/article/people/manohar-parrikar-an-iit-bombay-graduate-likely-to-be-new-defence-minister-617205
http://www.ndtv.com/article/people/manohar-parrikar-an-iit-bombay-graduate-likely-to-be-new-defence-minister-617205
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Mr Parrikar, who graduated in metallurgical engineering from lIT-Bombay in 1978, is a batch-mate of technocrat Nandan
Nilekani. A father of two sons, he grew up in the Goan village of Parra. His wife Medha died in 2000 of cancer.

Those in the party who know him closely say he is counted among the dynamic, energetic leaders of the party who
represent PM Modi's development mission.

I Tians run school to bridge social divide

Ajanta Chakraborty, TNN | Nov 7, 2014, 01.45 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IITians-run-school-to-bridge-social-divide/articleshow/45063578.cms

KOLKATA: A short ride from the hallowed portals of [IT-Kharagpur, nestled in a grove of eucalyptus trees, is a quaint little
school, pulsating with energy and cheer. At first glance, it would seem like just another primary school in this tribal
region of West Midnapore. What's unique is that it is run by IIT students.

This is no corporate social responsibility activity — the IITians call it "emotional responsibility".

Students of lIT-Kharagpur started Jagriti Vidya Mandir at Tangasol, about 5km from the institute, in 2008. Even today,
reaching this English-medium school is an uphill task — quite literally. Our car lurches and groans up the unmotorable
kuccha road. Every day, lITians take turns to cycle up this same dirt track to pave the future of some 185 underprivileged
kids.

The classrooms have been painted in vibrant themes by the [ITians themselves, who lug along their laptops to give
computer lessons — and sometimes let the kids go wild with Microsoft Paintbrush. Class are often held in the open air in
the beautiful eucalyptus grove. "lIT-Kgp was founded in 1951 but it remained oblivious to the under-development that
surrounds the campus. Some of our seniors realised this and set up Jagriti Vidya Mandir in 2008," said Vibhu Kumar, a
geology and geophysics student. "Life within the walls of IIT is comfortable, the world outside is a stark contrast. It is this
contrast that motivates us."

Today, the school has moved to a permanent 2-acre campus. The four classrooms and a guard's quarters have been
funded from Yogdaan, a donation drive organised by lITians and the Tiara Charitable Foundation. The guard's quarter is,
in fact, a low-cost experiment by civil engineering students, who used bamboo instead of steel. The classroom walls
have been painted by Spectra, the IIT-Kgp Arts Society. "We even did the land survey ourselves," said physics student
Dhammapal Avhad. "The school is our baby. We even arrange for transport (jeeps) to fetch the children," gushed
Harshita Chaudhary, one of the 25 lITians who form the school review committee. The 19-year-old from Bihar's
Samastipur said: "All my life, | have been a bookworm striving to crack IIT. Now | want some of these children to grow up
and crack IIT."

The school caters to all their needs — food, uniform, books, stationary, school bags — through the "educate a child"
scheme where donors fund a child's education. Several IIT professors and alumni have. "We follow CBSC syllabus and
intend to apply for affiliation so that the school can be elevated to Plus-Il level," said Arbind Kumar, a review committee
member.

[ITians have also started training and recruiting teachers. "I have learnt so much under their guidance. This is my first
job, I hadn't imagined that teaching would be such a rewarding experience," said teacher-in-charge Ajay Rai.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Ajanta-Chakraborty.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IITians-run-school-to-bridge-social-divide/articleshow/45063578.cms
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The concept was borrowed from a local social worker, Mrinal Kanti Bhanja, who founded Gopali Youth Welfare Society.
"I took my project to a group of IIT students. They were instantly interested. It's wrong to think that brilliant students are
career-oriented materialists. Working with them these six years, | have realised that they have more sense of social
responsibility than so-called social workers," said Bhanja.

[IT-Kgp director Partha Pratim Chakraborty couldn't be more proud of his students. "The school has several purposes.
We keep identifying child labourers who are enrolled here. This is an extremely good initiative by our students who are
getting exposed to the ground reality as they pursue excellence in education."

"The school is a lesson for me," said N R Mandal, dean of student affairs. "When the students came to me with the
proposal, | had discouraged them thinking it was highly impractical. When we laid the foundation, | told them 'l am so
proud of you'. Now | tell them, just work, help will come from all quarters."



